
MRI ORBITS / OPTIC NERVE PROTOCOL 

Localizer   scout

Plane Sequence Fat 
Sat Mode SLT / 

SP FOV Notes

Sagittal T1 5/1.5 24 cm
Axial T1 5/1.5 24 cm
Axial T2 5/1.5 24 cm
Axial T2 FLAIR Y 5/1.5 24 cm

Axial DWI N ADC 
mapping 5/1.5 24 cm B0 and B1000

Axial T1 3/0 16 cm thins parallel to optic nerve
Coronal T1 3/0 16 cm thins perpendicular to optic nerve thru orbits

Axial T2 Y 2.0 16 cm thins parallel to optic nerve
Coronal T2 3/0 16 cm thins perpendicular to optic nerve thru orbits

Axial +C T1 Y 3/0 16 cm thins parallel to optic nerve

Coronal +C T1 Y 3/0 16 cm thins perpendicular to optic nerve thru orbits

Axial +C T1 5/1.5 24 cm entire brain

Indications:
Optic Neuropathy 
(NOT optic neuritis 
+/- MS)

Visual loss
Visual field deficit
Optic nerve mass
Ophthalmolopathy
Strabismus

Infection
Proptosis

Coronal thins +C

axial whole head

axial thins/3D

Any deviation from protocol MUST be radiologist approved. Rad Director will be notified if this occurs without prior approval
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